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Despite the benefit SUN Bucks would bring to children, some states decided not to participate.

» Atotal of 13 states did not participate, leaving approximately 10 million children in the U.S. hungry. ®
« Five of those state are in the southeastem region of the country: Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, and Florida.
» Theother states not participating include Idaho, Wyoming, South Dakota, lowa, Wyoming, Utah, Alaska, Texas, and Oklahoma.

All children in Mississippi deserve access to food during the summer; participating in SUN Bucks would even
help the economy.

» SUN Bucks would've served approximately 324,000 children in Mississippi and brought around 38 million in benefits to MSin 2024.°
« - Inaddition, Mississippi could've received an estimated economic impact of $58,320,000 to $69,984,000.7

To help mitigate the impact of the govemor’s decision to opt out of the summer feeding program and ensure
children have access to the food they need during the summer months, state lawmakers should consider:

» Directing the Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) and the Mississippi Department of Human Services (MDHS) to identify and
secure 50% of the funding for administrative costs to opt into the SUN Bucks program in future years, ensuring consistent access to
nutritious summer meals for children statewide.

Other state policies and programs in Mississippi aimed to reduce poverty and hunger by addressing the root
causes of poverty and providing direct support to individuals and families with low-incomes include:

» SNAP « TANF

Temporarily increasing state-administered Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits for families with
school-aged children during the summer months.

EITCandCTC

Implementing a state Eamed Income Tax Credit (EITC) and
Child Tax Credit (CTC) to increase the take-home pay of
working Mississippians, lifting more families out of poverty.

Housing

Expanding affordable housing, rental assistance programs, and
homeownership support to reduce housing insecurity for low-
income famiilies.

Minimum wage
Creating a state minimum wage law that ensures families have a
livable wage.

Increasing TANF benefit levels and expanding eligibility in order
to support family needs, including food, housing, and job training
programs.

Medicaid

Expanding Medicaid to ensure more famillies have access to
health care, reducing financial strain and supporting overall well-
being.

Education programs

Expanding funding for early childhood education programs and
K-12 support to ensure children from low-income families have
the resources needed to thrive.
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